
 
March 23, 2020 
 
Dear NSIS Parents and Students, 
 
On behalf of the faculty and staff at NSIS, we miss seeing the smiling faces of our students. In an 
unprecedented time in our nation, all of our lives have been changed by the COVID-19 
pandemic.  We thank you for your patience and cooperation as we navigate uncharted waters.  
 
We do not know when students will be permitted to return to school.  CMSD received guidance 
from the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) to offer remote learning that will satisfy 
the requirements of a 180-day school year and the hourly instructional requirements for all K-12 
students.  Given this information, CMSD will begin distance learning for all grade levels on 
Monday, March 30, 2020.  
 
NSIS  teachers will be collaborating and preparing online lessons during the week of March 23. 
All teachers will be using Schoology, our learning management system that has been used with 
students this school year.  
 
Our motto at NSIS over the next two months will be Keep it Simple. While we hope all of our 
students will participate regularly and engage in learning, we also understand learning online will 
be difficult for some of our students. Teachers will be collaborating regularly to make sure 
students are not given too many assignments that they cannot keep up.  
 
We are going to do our best to meet the learning needs of all of our students. This includes 
general education, special education, gifted support, reading support, speech and language, and 
life skills and autistic support.  Teachers will be collaborating with each other to do their best to 
help students who have an IEP or Chapter 15 Agreement. In addition, our guidance counselor 
will be available to support students who may need help due to everything going on around 
them.  This pandemic is difficult for us as adults, let’s keep in mind how students are feeling. 
 



Below is important information about how a typical day will look, borrowing a 
used Chromebook, distribution/pick-up of Chromebook, obtaining a packet of 

work if without WiFi or special learning needs.  

Student’s Daily Schedule 

Beginning on March 30, your child’s teachers will post an assignment in Schoology by 10:00 
AM daily after planning and preparing from 8:00-10:00.  Teachers will be accessible to 
students from 10:00 - 12:00 and 1:00 - 3:30.  During these times, students may ask for help via 
a teacher’s Schoology folder, engage in a learning activity with or without the teacher’s online 
presence, or work independently or collaboratively on assigned activities.  
 
Teachers will use a variety of web-based tools  (e.g. Schoology, Kahoot, IXL, Flip Grid, 
Quizlet, Flocabulary, YouTube, Tynker, and etc.) to engage students. In addition, teachers will 
use materials from their textbooks, based on availability.  Students will be expected to 
complete all assignments by the designated date established by the teacher.  
 
By completing assignments, your child will receive credit that equates to meeting the 
guidelines for attending school.  Failure to complete daily assignments will prompt a 
phone call from the teacher(s), guidance counselor, or principal. In order to complete the 
fourth quarter term, students’ participation in online learning activities or completion of 
packets of work will be monitored closely.  
 
 

Borrowing a Chromebook 

Since instruction will be provided online, students will need access to a computer. This can be 
a PC, Mac Book, iPad, or Chromebook. We understand that some families may not own a 
computer. Therefore, an option to borrow a used Chromebook is available. One Chromebook 
will be issued per family per school. Because online instruction will be done throughout the 
day, students with school-aged siblings will need to share.  
 
If you need to borrow a Chromebook, please click on the link below and complete all 
sections. Your form will automatically be sent to the school secretary who will then 
designate a Chromebook for your child. Complete steps one and two.  
 

Step One:  Agreement for Receiving a Loaner Chromebook 
 

Step Two: Sign Up to Pick Up Chromebook 
 

 
This form must be submitted by Wednesday, March 25, at 4:00 PM to reserve a 
Chromebook. 
 

https://www.formality.io/v/mxNDijvs
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D49A8AE28A7F85-chromebook


Picking Up Chromebook 

Only if you completed the Agreement for Receiving a Loaner Chromebook form and 
completed the sign up to select a date and time, may you come to the school to get a 
Chromebook.  
 
To ensure the health and safety of our school personnel, please do not: 

● come to school if you are feeling ill, if a family member is ill, or if you have traveled 
outside of the country in the past month. 

● enter the school building. The door will not be opened for any reason to avoid contact 
due to COVID-19. 

● congregate on school property if walking to the building.  Please practice social 
distancing. 

There will be several tables positioned 15-20 feet apart in the main bus loop in front of the 
school. Each table will have Chromebooks with a charger taped to it. A staff member will be 
monitoring cars to ensure that only one Chromebook is taken.  

Procedure: Pull up to a station and take one Chromebook from the table. You do not need to 
sign for anything due to completing the online agreement form in advance and signing up for a 
date and time. 

Due to the seriousness of COVID-19, these are the only dates and times to pick up a 
Chromebook.  

Packet of Work Request 

Only if your child does not have WiFi will a packet of work be created. The packet will span a 
few weeks to prevent making additional trips to the school. Information for returning the 
packet of work to the teachers and to get another packet, more information will be 
forthcoming.  
 
If your child has special needs and cannot complete coursework online, his/her special 
education teacher will be in contact with you via phone later in the week to make arrangements 
for picking up a packet of work specific to his/her learning needs. 
 
To request a packet of work, click on the link below to select a date and time to pick up a 
packet of work: 
 

 Packet of Work Pick Up Date and Time Form 
 
Procedure: Pull up to the front of the building. Packets for each grade level will be on a table 
located under the canopy. Tables will be clearly marked by grade level. Take one packet. You 
do not need to sign for anything.  

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0D49A8AE28A7F85-packet


Due to the seriousness of COVID-19, these are the only dates and times to pick up a 
Packet of Work.  

Technical Support 

The Canon-McMillan School District’s Technology Support Department will be available to 
students and parents should you experience any technical issues.  
 
Technical Assistance email (helpdesk@cmsd.k12.pa.us) for students/parents/guardians who 
need assistance with student accounts, email, Schoology, etc. 
 
A resource is also available to address Frequently Asked Questions about chromebooks which 
can be accessed at:  https://www.cmsd.k12.pa.us/Content/chromebookfaq 
 

 
I understand this is a lot of information to read over. However, school personnel must act quickly 
to ensure access to the school building this week. At any moment, the Governor/PDE may 
restrict further access to enter the school. All school personnel have limited access to school 
buildings.  
 
It is with great sadness that we must move in this direction as we miss your child(ren) greatly! 
Your child is the heartbeat of our school. We will continue to support all of our students in this 
tough time. Please know we will be here for you and do not hesitate to reach out to the office 
staff via email or school voicemail.  
 
Please read over this document carefully so your child is prepared and can be successful 
beginning March 30.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
Dr. Abbondanza 
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